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Questionnaire on the conduct of the 2024
European Parliament Elections - For Member
States

[ Fields marked with * are mandatory. }

The Commission will issue a report on the conduct of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament no
later than one year after such elections.

Beyond looking at turnout and implementation of relevant EU law as previous reports that followed
elections to the European Parliament, the upcoming report will also follow-up on the Commission
recommendation on inclusive and resilient electoral processes in the Union and enhancing the European
nature and efficient conduct of the elections to the European Parliament (the ‘Recommendation’), adopted
on 12 December 2023 as part of the Defence of Democracy package.

Information provided by Member States in response to this questionnaire will inform the Commission in the
preparation of the post-elections report. It will also provide useful material for future discussions among
Member States in the context of the European Cooperation Network on Elections (ECNE).

Following point 44 of the Recommendation, Member States are invited to transmit to the Commission,
within 6 months after the 2024 elections to the European Parliament, information on the conduct of those
elections in their territory, including on the measures implementing the Recommendation and, where
applicable, relevant information on election observation by citizens.

You are kindly invited to reply to the following questions on behalf of your Member State as soon as
possible ideally by 18 November 2024.

* Please select your country:
7 AT - Austria
) BE - Belgium
' BG - Bulgaria
' HR - Croatia
' CY - Cyprus
' CZ - Czechia
' DK - Denmark
' EE - Estonia
" FI - Finland
" FR - France
' DE - Germany
7 EL - Greece
) HU - Hungary
' |E - Ireland



0T - Italy
7 LV - Latvia
LT - Lithuania
7 LU - Luxembourg
' MT - Malta
7 NL - Netherlands
' PL - Poland
) PT - Portugal
7 RO - Romania
) SK - Slovak Republic
) 8l - Slovenia
) ES - Spain

' SE - Sweden

* Please indicate the name of the authority on whose behalf you are replying to this questionnaire:

* Please add your email address:

PART 1 - Follow-up to Commission recommendation on inclusive
and resilient electoral processes in the Union and enhancing the
European nature and efficient conduct of the elections to the
European Parliament

1. Supporting voter turnout and inclusive participation in the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament

The Commission’s recommendation on inclusive and resilient electoral processes in the Union and
enhancing the European nature and efficient conduct of the elections to the European Parliament included
a call on each Member State to take a series of steps to support voter turnout and inclusive participation in
elections. In this regard:

*1.1. Please indicate the measures you took to facilitate, where applicable, voter and candidate registration
for the 2024 elections to the European Parliament.
[T providing a dedicated website
[T sending information to members of electorate by mail
[Z] online registration of voters or candidates
[Z] electronic collection of support signatures for candidates
[C] other (please complement below)
[T voter and candidate registration is not necessary in my Member State



1.1.1. If other, please explain.

1.1.2. If applicable, please briefly describe the measures referred to in point 1.1 and how you ensured that
they were easily accessible and user friendly.

*1.2. Did you introduce or use complementary voting methods for the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament?
[T advance voting
[Z] mobile voting
[C] postal voting
[ e-voting
] other
[C] did not introduce or use complementary voting methods

1.2.1. If applicable, please describe briefly the complementary voting methods introduced or used.

*1.3. When using ICT systems, also known as election technology, for example for monitoring the vote,
counting the vote, communicating the results, or voting electronically, which of the measures described in
the Commission’s compendium on e-voting and other ICT practices and new cybersecurity compendium
did you take?

using state of the art ICT

using trusted vendors

including cybersecurity requirements in procurement and outsourcing contracts

seeking broad consultations

ensuring effective testing and auditing

providing clear and easy-to-understand public information

making the use of ICT in elections easily accessible and user-friendly

OOoocOoOoOoOEO

ensuring that no state, region or municipality is in a situation of long-term electoral dependency on a specific
private provider

[C] ensuring respect for data protection requirements supporting confidentiality of the vote

[T ensuring the existence of a protocol where an individual identifies an error to protect the secrecy of the vote
[C] ensuring that election officials receive appropriate training

[ relying on secure digital identification

[ introducing specific measures to protect voters against potential coercion, such as the right to regret one’s
vote on election day

1.3.1. If applicable, please describe in more detail the measures taken.



*1.4. What measures did you take to support gender equality in the context of the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament? Please elaborate.

*1.5. Do you encourage gender balance in the governing bodies of electoral management bodies?
7 Yes
' No

1.5.1. If so, please explain how.

*1.6. How do you monitor, support and evaluate progress on gender equality in electoral processes? Please
elaborate.

*1.7. Are you aware of any assessment/reports/information gathered at national level by relevant civil
society organisations in relation to inclusion in elections?

Please upload your file(s)

*1.8. Could you describe the electoral rights of persons with a disability in your Member State?

*1.9. Did you take specific measures to support the electoral participation of persons with disabilities as
voters in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?



7 Yes
7 No

1.9.1. If so, could you describe them?

*1.10. Did you take specific measures to support the electoral participation of persons with disabilities as
candidates in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
7 Yes
" No

1.10.1. If so, could you describe them?

*1.11. Did you take specific measures to support the participation of persons with disabilities as election
officials in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
7 Yes
' No

1.11.1. If so, could you describe them?

*1.12. Did you make use of the guide of good electoral practices in addressing the participation of citizens
with disabilities in the electoral process, prepared by the Commission and Member States in the framework
of the European Cooperation Network on Elections?

7 Yes
7 No

*1.12.1. Did you take any of the following measures before or during the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament?
[C] Develop disability action plans, including checklists for accessible elections and involve representative
organisations of persons with disabilities in the preparation of such plans.

[T Ensure that persons with disabilities have access to electoral information, in multiple and accessible modes
and formats.

[] Ensure that election authorities’ websites are accessible.

[C] Conduct awareness-raising activities, training and education activities, including in cooperation with
representative organisations of persons with disabilities.



Choose polling station premises that are accessible, including by using checklists developed together with
representative organisations of persons with disabilities.

Design ballot papers to be easy to read and use assistive tools.

Design accessible polling stations, going beyond physical accessibility.

Ensure that voting machines are equipped with software that can easily incorporate accessibility features.
Design voting booths and ballot boxes that are accessible to a wide range of voters.

OoooOo O

Purchase tools to improve accessibility, such as magnifying glasses, lamps, tactile and/or Braille templates
for paper-based ballots, tactile stickers for ballot boxes, large grip pens, large printouts, audio files (i.e.,
DAISY (95)), video files with full transcription, captioning, sign language interpretation.

O

Provide complementary voting methods and other specific arrangements, including postal and online voting,
advance voting, mobile voting, curb-side voting, proxy voting and the option to choose another polling
station. Mainstream disability considerations in manuals for election officials.

[T] Consult representative organisations of persons with disabilities when preparing election rules and involve
them in developing codes of conduct, including inclusive practices for compiling candidate lists.

1.12.2. Did you take any of the following measures during the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
Raise awareness among electoral and other relevant authorities.

Disseminate electoral information in multiple and accessible modes and formats.

Make electoral debates and events accessible.

Support accessibility of political advertising, including in cooperation with representative organisations of
persons with disabilities and providing training to media providers.

Support candidates with disabilities, including by providing sign language interpreters, and conduct debates
in accessible formats.

Help persons with disabilities to participate as election officials, including by providing access to sign
language interpretation.

Support participation of voters, including by providing voting assistance by a person of their choice and
implementing queue jumping policies.

Announce election results in accessible formats.

Ensure that election dispute resolution procedures are accessible to persons with disabilities.

OOo0OoO O O O ODOoOOO

Support observation of elections by persons with disabilities and observe the accessibility of elections.

1.12.3. Did you take any of the following measures after the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
Collect data on the participation of persons with disabilities in elections.

Evaluate the accessibility of elections and involve representative organisations of persons with disabilities in
such evaluation.

Review legal, institutional, and administrative barriers.

Review the accessibility of electoral websites, including in cooperation with representative organisations of
persons with disabilities.

Publish the results of the evaluation in accessible formats.

Simplify, automate and provide access to the various preregistration processes, including voter registration,
how to request accommodation, and give persons with disabilities access to the documents they need.

O OO oo OO

Reinforce partnerships between election authorities, representative organisations of persons with disabilities
and other stakeholders, to address identified gaps related to the overall accessibility of the electoral
environment.

*1.12.4. Briefly elaborate on the measures taken before, during or after the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament.



*1.13. Did you take specific measures to support turnout of different groups of citizens based on their
specific needs?
7 Yes
7 No

1.13.1. If so, could you describe them?

*1.14. Are you aware of citizens from your country having specific difficulties to take part in the 2024
elections to the European Parliament (e.g., difficulties linked to identification documents)?
7 Yes
" No

1.14.1. Did you take specific measures in this context?

2. Encouraging election integrity and fair campaigning

*2.1. Are you aware of pledges and codes of conducts in your Member State by political parties and
campaign organisations on election integrity and fair campaigning in the context of the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament? Please elaborate.

Please upload your file(s)

3. Promoting election observation



*3.1. Did you take specific measures to facilitate the observation of the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament by citizens and/or international organisations in your Member State?
@ Yes
7 No

3.1.1. If so, could you provide examples?

*3.2. Did you organise or support training activities for election observers ahead of the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament?
7 Yes
7 No

*3.2.1. If so, what were the main topics covered by those training activities?
O participation in electoral processes of different groups
[C] election malpractice and fraud, including online
[C] the detection of covert and unlawful influence, including from third countries
[Z] information manipulation, interference and disinformation
[C] other

3.2.1.1. If other, please indicate.

*3.3. Did you cooperate, through your national election networks or other, with organisations of election
observers?
[7] to raise awareness on the importance of scrutinising election processes
1 to develop policies furthering the integrity, resilience, and democratic nature of elections
[T to understand how new technologies can be used to engage in information manipulation, interference and
the spread of disinformation to the detriment of free and fair elections
[T did not cooperate with organisations of election observers
[C] other

3.3.1. If other, please indicate.

3.3.2. If you cooperated with organisations of election observers, please briefly comment on such
experience.



4. Protecting election-related infrastructure and ensuring resilience against cyber
and other hybrid threats

*4.1. What measures did you take to ensure the protection of physical election-related infrastructure in the
context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament (for instance, planning for contingencies that
could have significant disruptive effects on the smooth running of elections)? Please elaborate your reply.

*4.2. Have you identified the entities operating election-related infrastructure that are critical for the
organisation and conduct of elections?
7 Yes
7 No

4.2.1. If so, please list those entities.

*4.2.2. Please describe measures taken to enhance the resilience of those entities and help them address
the risks inherent in their operations.

*4.3. Did you carry out or update risk assessments regarding the resilience of election-related infrastructure
and of entities operating it ahead of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
7 Yes
7 No

4.3.1. If so, please provide a non-confidential summary of your findings.

Please upload your file(s)



*4.4. What measures did you take to ensure a high level of cybersecurity in the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament?
[T] include an election cybersecurity taskforce or the Election Infrastructure Information Sharing & Analysis
Centre in the national electoral network

[C] increase awareness on cyber hygiene of political parties, candidates, election officials and other entities
related to elections

[ perform cybersecurity risk assessments

[7] test crisis management and contingency plans

[ provide adequate training to relevant stakeholders involved in those cyber exercises

[T offer support and advice to the election stakeholders, including campaign organisations, parties and
politicians (e.g., offer guidance on protection measures)

[C] cooperate with private entities involved in the cybersecurity of elections
[C] other

*4.4.1. Please provide details.

5. Protecting election-related information

*5.1. Please briefly describe the specific measures taken in your Member State to protect the information
environment around the 2024 elections to the European Parliament including to ensure that voters receive
correct information in a timely and intelligible manner.

*5.2. Did you support projects, including from civil society, media organisations, research and education
institutes and academia, to support resilience and public awareness, media literacy and critical thinking to
address information manipulation, interference and disinformation related to the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament or otherwise affecting free, fair and resilient elections? If so, please describe them.

10



*5.3. Did you provide specific support for independent media and fact-checking organisations in their
activities addressing information manipulation and disinformation during the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament?

7 Yes
2 No

5.3.1. If so, please explain what kind of support you provided and to what type of organisations.

*5.4. Did you take specific measures to support or facilitate the transmission of swift messages and
responses to protect the information environment around the 2024 elections to the European Parliament
(such as messages pre-bunking or debunking information manipulation and disinformation about election
procedures)?

O Yes
7 No

5.4.1. If so, please provide examples of such measures.

*5.5. Did you develop training for election or other relevant authorities to protect the information environment
around the 2024 elections to the European Parliament and ensure preparedness to detect, pre-bunk and
debunk disinformation about elections?

7 Yes
' No

5.5.1. If so, please elaborate.

*5.6. In this regard, did you make use of tools such as the Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference
toolbox to discuss appropriate responses and support the quick exchange of information, including in the
framework of the Rapid Alert System?

7 Yes
7 No

5.6.1. If so, please elaborate.

11



*5.7. Please share any best practices for identifying, mitigating, and managing information manipulation,
interference and disinformation risks in electoral processes that you had in place for the 2024 elections to
the European Parliament.

6. Measures regarding funding from third countries of political parties, political
foundations, electoral campaigns and candidates

*6.1. Did you recently modify your rules related to donations and other funding to political parties, political
foundations, political candidates and campaign organisations from third countries or are you planning to do
s0?

7 Yes
7 No

6.1.1. If so, please elaborate, explaining the changes and the reasons behind them.

7. Promoting easy access to exercise electoral rights for elections to the European
Parliament

*7.1. Did you promote initiatives aiming at increasing election accessibility and political engagement in the
context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
[Tl awareness-raising initiatives
[Tl information campaigns
[Tl conferences
[C] debates
] other
[C] none

7.1.1.If so, please elaborate, including on the timing of such initiatives.

12



*7.1.2. Please also explain whether you placed a special focus on certain groups:
[T young people
[C] first-time voters
[C] older people
[Z] minorities
[C] other

7.1.2.1. If other, please explain.

*7.1.3. Did you make use of the Commission’s Guide to EU citizenship?

*7.2. During which days and voting hours could people vote in the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament in your Member State? Were there any differences with the voting hours and days during the
previous elections to the European Parliament in 20197 If so, please explain those differences and the
reasons for the change.

*7.3. Did you conduct targeted information campaigns to increase mobile Union citizens awareness of their
electoral rights and obligations, both as voters and candidates in the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament?

7 Yes
" No

*7.4. Please elaborate on how you ensured that mobile Union citizens could easily access information about
the progress and status of their registration.

*7.5. Where local authorities are competent to enter mobile Union citizens on the electoral rolls, what steps
did you take to support those authorities in the context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?

13



*7.6. Did you take measures to inform your citizens living in third countries on how and where they could
exercise their right to vote in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
7 Yes
" No

7.6.1. If so, please explain those measures.

*7.7. Which language selection did you use for explaining the electoral process to voters in the context of
the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?

*7.8. Are you aware of citizens from your country having difficulties with registration formalities when
seeking to vote and stand in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament in other Member States, and if
S0, can you provide examples?

*7.9. Did mobile Union citizens (voters and candidates) encounter specific difficulties with the registration
process in your country? Please present data disaggregated by sex and disability. If such data is not
available, please indicate this in comment.

Please upload your file(s)

*7.10. What feedback (e.g., public consultation, user satisfaction surveys) have you sought and received
from citizens, associations or non-governmental organisations in connection to the information and
registration process of mobile EU citizens and what lessons do you draw from this feedback?

14



8. Enhancing the European nature of the elections to the European parliament

*8.1. How much time ahead of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament was the announcement of
candidates and the start of campaigning possible in your Member State?
) Less than 3 months
) Between 3 and 6 months
) Between 6 and 9 months
' More than 9 months

*8.2. Did you encourage or facilitate the provision of information to the public on the affiliation between
national political parties and European political parties before and during the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament?

7 Yes
' No

8.2.1. If so, please explain how.

*8.2.2. Did you indicate such an affiliation on the ballots?
7 Yes
2 No

*8.2.3. Did relevant competent authorities provide such information otherwise?
7 Yes
" No

*8.3. Did you take measures, if any, to facilitate the conduct of cross-border campaigns by actors at Union
level (such as European political parties) or multi-national political parties in the context of the 2024
elections to the European Parliament?

9. Addressing the risk of multiple voting in the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament

*9.1. How did you inform mobile Union citizens on the rules and sanctions related to multiple voting ahead
of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?



*9.2. Where, in the context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament, a citizen of your Member Stat

e

was removed from your electoral roll in order to vote in another Member State, what measures did you take

to avoid that such a removal affected the registration of that citizen in electoral rolls for national elections?
Please elaborate.

10. Strengthening election networks, electoral cooperation and reporting

*10.1. Please briefly explain how your national election network (or election authority) cooperated in the
context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament and the implementation of the Commission’s
recommendation on inclusive and resilient electoral processes in the Union and enhancing the European
nature and efficient conduct of the elections to the European Parliament.

*10.2. Did your national election network or election authority engage with other stakeholders in the context
of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament?
[Tl media platforms
[C] researchers
[C] academia
[Tl election observers
[Z] human rights defenders
[T Digital Services Coordinators
[C] other

10.2.1. If so, please elaborate.

*10.3. Did your national elections network or election authority liaise with national Parliaments? Please
elaborate.

*10.4. Did you take any steps to promote or increase cooperation within your national election network in the

context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament? Please elaborate.
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*10.5. Have you increased resources and means for your national election network to conduct their activities
recently or in the context of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament? Please elaborate.

PART 2 - Participation and the rights of EU citizens

1. Entry in the electoral roll and Turnout

The following section aims to gather quantitative and qualitative data on voters in Member States.

National citizens

1.1. For each of the following lines, please provide as much as possible the total number, as well as data
disaggregated by age (under 25, 25-39, 40-54, 55+), sex, and whether a person has a disability. If any
disaggregated data is not available, please indicate it.

*1.1.1. Number of own nationals residing in your country that entered in the electoral roll in your country to
vote in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament.

*1.1.2. Number of own nationals residing in your country who voted in the 2024 elections to the European
Parliament.

*1.1.3. Number of own nationals residing in other Member States that entered in the electoral roll of your
country to vote in the 2024 elections to the European Parliament.

*1.1.4. Number of own nationals residing in other Member States who voted in your country (i.e., voted for
candidates in their country of nationality).

Please upload your file(s)
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Mobile EU citizens

1.2. For each of the following lines, please provide the total number, as well as data disaggregated by age
(under 25, 25-39, 40-54, 55+), sex, and whether a person has a disability. If any disaggregated data is not
available, please indicate it.

*1.2.1. Number of non-national EU citizens in voting age residing in your country at the time of the 2024
elections to the European Parliament, broken down by Member State of nationality.

*1.2.2. Number of non-national EU citizens that entered in the electoral roll in your country to vote in the
2024 elections to the European Parliament, broken down by Member State of nationality.

*1.2.3. Number of non-national EU citizens that entered in the electoral rolls in your country and voted in the
2024 elections to the European Parliament, broken down by Member State of nationality.

Please upload your file(s)

*1.3. Have you analysed patterns related to protected characteristics in voters’ turn out/participation in the
election and/or in running candidates, to uncover if such groups are participating in the election to the same
or to varying degrees? If such patterns in participation were detected, could this inform future policymaking?

2. Right to stand as a candidate

2.1. For each of the following lines, please provide the total number, as well as data disaggregated by age
(under 25, 25-39, 40-54, 55+), sex, nationality and whether a person has a disability. If any disaggregated
data is not available, please indicate it.

*2.1.1. Number of your own nationals that stood as candidates on the lists for the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament in your country.

*2.1.2. Number of your own nationals that are part of minority groups (e.g. Roma) and stood as candidates
on the lists for the 2024 elections to the European Parliament in your country.
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*2.1.3. Number of non-national EU citizens that stood as candidates on the lists for the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament in your country.

*2.1.4. Number of non-national EU citizens elected from the lists of candidates for the 2024 elections to the
European Parliament in your country.

Please upload your file(s)

*2.2. Were any applications from nationals of other Member States to stand as a candidate in the 2024
elections to the European Parliament refused by your electoral authorities? If so, how many, from which
nationality and what were the reasons?

Directive 2013/1/EU amended Directive 93/109/EC to facilitate the process for non-national Member State
citizens to register their intention to stand as candidates for European elections in their Member State of
residence, and support the efficient communication among national authorities to ensure that citizens who
have been deprived of the right to stand for such elections in their Member States of nationality are not
registered as candidates in their Member State of residence, and that citizens are not registered as
candidates in both their Member State of nationality and residence. In this regard:

*2.3. Were there cases where your relevant national authorities did not receive replies from the authorities of
the state of nationality with respect to this exchange of information? Do you have any further comments
regarding this communication process?

*2.4. Member State experts at the Commission’s expert group on electoral matters prepared an optional
form to support the transmission of information regarding non-national EU citizens applying to stand as
candidates in their Member State of residence foreseen by Directive 93/109/EC. Did your national
authorities make use of this form? Do you have any further comments regarding this form?

3. Information exchange system (Article 13 of Directive 93/109/EC)
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Directive 93/109/EC foresees an exchange of information on non-national EU citizens registered to vote or
stand as candidates in elections to the European Parliament and intending to exercise their right to vote in
their state of residence to help prevent citizens from voting twice. Member States have designated national
contact points to conduct this exchange, and the Commission has facilitated the development of the
process in its expert group on electoral matters, as well as provided a digital tool to ensure that the
exchange of such data is secure.

*3.1. How many non-national EU citizens (voters and candidates) did your authorities notify to their
counterpart authorities through this process (please provide breakdown by Member State of nationality and
for voters and candidates)? When did you begin and end sending data in this process?

*3.2. For how many citizens of your Member State did you receive registration information from your
counterpart authorities (please provide breakdown by Member State of residence and for voters and
candidates), and among those notified, how many were removed from your national electoral rolls? When
did you start and stop receiving data in this process?

Regarding the use of the crypto-tool:

*3.3. Please provide your reflections on national experience with this data exchange process and the use of
the tools provided by the Commission. Please consider in particular the following aspects: the type of data
exchanged (compliance with the compulsory and optional data items and your reflections on how this could
be improved), the XML file schema, the S-CIRCABC mediated process (the use of the secure national
folders in the exchange of files), the encryption tool (usability and suitability), and the national single contact
points.

*3.4. General comments: How well do you think the information exchange system operated, in particular
compared with the 2019 elections to the European Parliament? Do you have comments on the information
exchange process and on its further improvement?

4. Elections reports
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Have you prepared a national report on the conduct of the 2024 elections to the European Parliament? If
so, please kindly attach it to your reply to this questionnaire.

PART 3 — Other remarks

Please add remarks/topics/issues/questions you would like to bring to the attention of the Commission, and
which have not been addressed elsewhere in this questionnaire, in the context of the conduct of the 2024
European Parliament elections.

Please upload your file(s)
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